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Memphis membership event set for next week
On Wednesday, Feb. 4, the Tennessee Bar Association Young
Lawyers Division is hosting its annual membership event in Memphis
with a social hour at Silky O'Sullivan's followed by a Grizzlies game.
The event starts at 5:30 p.m. at Silky's on Beale Street. At 6:30
p.m. the group will walk over to the FedEx Forum to watch the
Grizzlies take on the Houston Rockets. The cost of the event is
$10.00 per person, which includes a drink at Silky's and a lower
level ticket to the game. Space is limited, so if you are interested
in attending, please contact Asa Baker at (901) 527-0214 or
asa.baker@leitnerfirm.com to reserve your spot.

Membership events in other cities are being planned for the spring,
including an April 20 outing to a Diamond Jaxx Game in Jackson.
More details to come but feel free to contact Nathan Shelby at
NShelby@raineykizer.com or (731) 267-1394 for more information.

CASA award winner recognized
The YLD presented its 2009 CASA Volunteer of the Year Award to
Tony Janco of Gallatin earlier this month at a dinner held in
conjunction with the TBA's Leadership Conference. Janco, a full-
time firefighter and chief with the Hendersonville Fire Department,
has been a volunteer with Sumner County CASA for four years. He
was chosen from among other statewide nominees because of his
commitment to the mission of CASA, willingness to take on difficult
cases and proactive approach to improving his advocacy skills. The
CASA volunteer awardis given annually to a court appointed special
advocate who goes the extra mile in his or her work with a CASA
program in the state. Read more about Janco in the TBA Journal
online (scroll down to CASA story).

Mock Trial news
Event Volunteers - Scorers and other volunteers are needed for the
State High School Mock Trial Competition set for March 13-14 in
Nashville. Those who are interested should contact Mock Trial Chair
Marisa Combs at (615) 384-8444 or mcombs@larrywilks.com for
more information.
T-Shirt Design - The Mock Trial Committee is also looking for a
creative mind to help design a t-shirt that ties in with the 2009
case. This year's problem is a criminal scenario in which a young
health food store employee is accused of holding a coworker at
gunpoint and robbing the store's safe. The t-shirts are sold to
student participants and feature the list of schools competing at the
state competition. Read more about the case and if any light bulbs
go off, please contact Mock Trial Chair Marisa Combs at (615) 384-
8444 or mcombs@larrywilks.com

New district mock trial dates set
The following mock trial districts have announced dates for their
competitions. Updates to the list from last month are marked with
an asterisk.
District 1 (Shelby County) - Initial rounds on Feb. 9-12; final rounds
on Feb. 17-18. For more information contact district coordinator
Amy Worrell at aworrell@bassberry.com or (901) 543-5706.
District 2 (Jackson) - Feb. 14. For more information contact Spencer
Barnes at sbarnes@raineykizer.com or (731) 423-2414.
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District 4 (Franklin) - Feb. 28. For more information contact Chas
Morton at cmorton@pnmlaw.com or (615) 790-2444.
*District 5 (Nashville) - February 20-21. For more information
contact Kimberly Silvus at kimberly@gideonwiseman.com or (615)
254-0400.
*District 7 (Chattanooga) - February 17-19; final round Feb. 21. For
more information contact Craig Smith at mcsmith@millermartin.com
or (423) 785-8274.
District 8 (Cookeville) - Feb. 21. For more information contact
Rachel Moses at rmoses@las.org or (931) 528-7436.
*District 10 (Knoville) - Feb. 14 & 21. For more information contact
Sonda Gifford at sgifford@woolfmcclane.com or (865) 215-1000.

Week brings attention to teen dating violence
The American Bar Association Young Lawyers Division is midway
through its 2008-2009 campaign to bring attention to the issues of
domestic violence. The project, Voices Against Violence, is designed
to educate young lawyers about the epidemic of domestic violence,
especially among the nation's teenage population. Studies show that
teens in violent relationships are more at risk of doing poorly in
school, experiencing depression, using alcohol and attempting
suicide. The goal of the campaign is to motivate young lawyers to
take part in legislative advocacy, handle pro bono domestic violence
cases, support domestic violence shelters and programs, and
increase public awareness about domestic violence. With the nation
observing National Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention
Week next week, Feb. 2-6, you can learn more about the effort at
www.abanet.org/yld/dv/

Upper Cumberland YLA set next meeting
The Upper Cumberland Young Lawyers Association will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 12 at 5:30 p.m. at Jackson Street Grill in Cookeville.
The agenda includes the district's mock trial competition, the April
4th Justice 4All project, the Law Day Public Service Project, and the
Law Day Art & Essay Contests. For more information, contact Rachel
Moses at rmoses@las.org or (931) 528-7436.

Knox project supports Imagination Library
On May 2nd, young lawyers in the Knoxville area will be setting up
tables at area supermarkets to sign up children for the "Imagination
Library" program, which distributes books monthly, free of charge,
to all registered children under the age of five. All lawyers in the
Knoxville area interested in participating should contact Sonda
Gifford at SGifford@wmbac.com or (865) 215-1000.

SCALES program comes to Maury County
On Feb. 6, the Maury County Bar Association, in conjunction with
Wayne, Lawrence and Giles counties, is hosting the SCALES program
at the Charity Theater on the Columbia State Community College
campus. SCALES is a Supreme Court program that makes it possible
for high school students to attend Supreme Court sessions in their
local communities. This event will be the largest SCALES program to
date with over 675 high school students attending. Students will
hear arguments in two actual cases and lunch will be provided. The
Maury County Bar Association is hosting a reception for the Supreme
Court justices the day before the event. Program chairs are Seth
Lasater and Patrick Carter. For more information contact Patrick at
pcarter@hardinandparkes.com or (931) 388-4022.

Professional liability essay contest announced
The ABA Standing Committee on Lawyers' Professional Liability has
announced details for the Bert W. Levit Essay Contest. The contest,
which is open to law students and young lawyers, offers a $5,000
cash prize and an all-expense paid trip to the National Legal
Malpractice Conference. The 2009 topic is the "At Issue Doctrine"
and how it relates to waiver of the attorney client privilege. Learn
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more about the contest and download the hypothetical at
www.abanet.org
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